IALE networkgroup meeting   ISLAND                                                                  

                                                                                                           17-9-09
Participants: 
Anna Allard ( SLU, Sweden) Anders Bryn ( Norwegian Forest and landscape inst.; Norway)
Anders Glimskär (SLU; Sweden) Wenche Dramstad ( Norwegian Forest and landscape inst.; Norway) Frauke Ecke (Luleå University of Technology, Sweden) Eugene Lopatin ( University of  Joensuu; Finland)
Valdo Kuusemets ( Estonian University of Life Sciences, Estonia) Wendy Fjelstad ( Norwegian Forest and landscape inst; Norway) Gudmundur Gudjonsson (The Icelandic Institute of Natural History; Iceland) 
Gudrun Gísladóttir (University of Iceland; Iceland) Ingerid Angell-Petersen ( Directorate  for nature management; Norway) Eva Kittelsen (University of Bergen; Norway) Owen Maguire ( Landscape planning & Assessment Unit; Australia)  Gregor  Levin (National Environmental Research Institute , Aarhus, Denmark) Ole Caspersen (Forest and landscape  Denmark) Lars Andersson (Lantmäteriet, Sweden)
Minutes

1. Brief presentation of purpose
Anna Allard and Lars Anderson presented the overall topic and introduced the background for this initial working group meeting. They stressed that they had recognized a need for Scandinavian working group focusing on mapping and monitoring of landscapes and vegetation. Additionally they suggested that the network could be associated to the IALE network that would serve as a frame for the future dialog and perhaps forthcoming cooperation. Further they added that the network should be presented by a homepage and perhaps also a newsletter, it should be open to all that had an interest in these topics and not exclusively for IALE members.
 Anna proposed an agenda for the meeting:
1. Selection of chairman

2. Selection of secretary 
3. Presentation of regulations
4. Is there an interest for this working group
5. Forthcoming task

6. Other issues
1. Selection of chairman

Lars Anderson was chosen as chairman for this meeting. Lars proposed an agenda for the meeting.

2. Selection of secretary

Ole Caspersen was chosen as a secretary for the meeting.

3. Presentation of regulations

Lars introduced the proposed regulations and recommended that these should be developed further in order to secure that the it is the local national IALE that are responsible designating members for the working group. Presently there are active IALE committees in Sweden, Denmark and Norway, potential members in countries that presently do not have an IALE committee should contact the Swedish IALE with respect to the membership. 
However it was stressed following the Statutes of the international association for landscape ecology April 2007 it is not mandatory that a working group member should also be a member of IALE, however “the Working Group shall elect a Representative as soon as possible after establishment of the Working Group or after its affiliation to IALE. This Representative must be a IALE member and will be responsible for providing an annual written report of Group activities to the Secretary-General” (IALE Statutes April 2007 paragraph J)
It was suggested that also end users should be able to participate or be members of the working group which was agreed upon. Lars expressed that it was not the thought that this working group should be a Nordic chapter of IALE  and concluded that the working group had an open minded attitude that also could include end users.
The demand for a suitable name was discussed but not decided. 
4. Is there an interest for this working group

Under this point it was discussed whether or not there really was a need for a Nordic working group within landscape mapping and monitoring. Opinions for and against were discussed and it was suggested that the demand perhaps could be covered by another conference within the next two years. However most recognized the need for better future cooperation and some referred to other Nordic workshops were many of the present day participants also had been present, hence some saw a working group as a possibility that can provide the needed continuity and future cooperation.
In general it was believed that that such a network was necessary and would be a good way to exchange information, but it was also stressed that it should not be hampered by to many formalities.
Based on the comments for the participants Lars concluded that working group will be established.

Anna read the suggestion for following contact persons
Chair-person: 


Lars Andersson, Sweden

IALE - member

Secretary: 


Anders Bryn, Norway 

IALE - member

Contact person, Denmark:
Ole Hjorth Caspersen
 

IALE - member

Contact person, Iceland:
Gudmundur Gudjonsson 

IALE - member 
Contact person, Finland:
Niina Käyhkö



IALE - member
The assembly agreed in this.
5. Forthcoming tasks: 
a. elaborating the clear purpose for the working group.

    Danish IALE will provide a proposal for an elaboration of the procedure document 


b. Suggestions for the content of the forthcoming homepage

Wenche Dramstad mentioned that first task should be the homepage and that homepage should include an elaboration of the purpose and added that “other information” could be included on the homepage.

Christer Ihse Swedish IALE had volunteered to set op a homepage for the working group.

IALE Denmark will put forward a proposal to the content of the webpage.

c. Mail list and in time also a newsletter. It was suggested that the newsletter should be prioritized. (se appendix A)

d.. Other ideas:
Gregor Levin suggested a platform for exchanging data
6. Other issues:
